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associated with movement. It is the elan vital of the world.
The other principle is CHI which can be called the material
principle. The whole world is produced by the combination
of LI and CHL LI and CHI operate through two modes
which have been called YIN and YANG. YIN is the
negative mode and has been best described as dark, cold,
passive, and female. YANG is the positive mode which is
described as light, warm, active, and male in nature. These
two modes operate through five agencies namely, water, fire,
wood, metal, and soil. These agencies come into being
because of the differring proportions of the constituents, viz.,
LI and CHI, e.g., water contains more Yin and less Yang.

The matter has been conceived by the theory as the great
globe that comes into movement when it is informed by the
psychic principle.

On the basis of the presence of the psychic principle, it is
declared that all men are equal. But this equality does not
mean that there is no difference in the beings- Though
everything is equal and similar in its essential nature, the
things develop differences due to the principle of CHI, the
material substance. Now let us turn to the ethical philosophy
of Confucianism. The basic dictum of Confucianism is that
human nature is essentially good because it is a deposit of the
Tao which is good. The evil that we find in the world is due
to environment, education, lack of foresight etc. It is
suggested that though human nature is essentially good
because of LI, its combination with CHI produces evil.
Therefore the basic question for ethical philosophy is to wipe
oiit the influence of CHI, the material principle, and return
to LI, the psychic principle. A man can become good, i.e.,
lie can recover the principle of LI by the study of ^scriptures,
meditation etc.

Confiicianist theory of ethics conceives ethical life in five
relations namely ruler-subject, fattier^son, husband-wife, elder-